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Otcr tL yean th*tc hus bt*n a qEcr{ on thc pan cf dc*t** & ctinit* on how to pilr$ oG tlr+ cortr ol iocr*+*rd oprr*tirna} rrp.ni31 duc ro morc srnft
*ad doctcr timr. Tlr*s *cw s*.rlt Eamt rboul duc lo tht tdditiongl in*ur*nrr proccsring rrqri*rrnunrt. Thcsr addition*l upr*gc hnvc alro bc** known
ar thr *h*ttrt urd hoop** *urden*. lli*todcrlln prouidtrt. tnd linnncitl odminirrrcrcrr implcmrnrcd r icprrarc frr xhtd*tc i* rk*ir olficcr ro
{s|rl*trltlc for thc rdditiorril practict ovt*rcad cor.tr (flamFltl * nc* prrrc:* rddrd ra ths E:rff ,a,lorc rark ir ro gcr ..lurhorirarionl* fr*m rhird pany
p*yc*). Tht butincrr mliondt rv*t tilrl lhtsc rdditionnl qE*l: hrd norhing to do .orith prti**t cart. aad thrt *"r. n"id"d ro rrflcd *r rs*s arrocictrd ro
Jrd prrty.pry:r rqrrhqnrlrtr, Whtt dtvtloT+d_wts I "'dutl ftc *thrdul*"':r:rmp*ing to rcfl*cr an cquiry ia fccs *sr*iarrd dircctly wirh pari*nr carc. It
*mmod lik* r hgiel roy ro prre-ofl csf,m *tlt lnd n0rhing lo do *.irh pari*nr cerc.

. On {* t*r +irk of the .quslion" insurcnct toil}ttritt andlor third party poyffr h*vt r quts:, Th*y scck for waye ro contrsl {hcir roiir. Thcy rrc
looking for $suGtict lh*t thc rcrvicts on thc claim form rrcrc providcd 'rlrrc "mrdicrlly nrctrrary.;' Th*ir ohjcciivc it ro mect thc prm! of tlrrir
cs{larsct$ with prtirntr or rrnploytru in tht mo*r colt rlTcctivc r+*y posriblc

Facfs
'.Llsr in fio$l $rl$;5v pr*cludc ilovidcrr froryr'i*crcrring frr*' *ir*n billing thirtl ptaicr. cvcn rhough th* *orr olbi[ling hor grcorly incrr*rcd

tvtr aha yrlrr. Michigtn rtalsts and r ccurt cnrc involving a l*'lichigun *hiroprluror nr*kr it *car thar diffhrcnccs in fccr bastd upon mirhod ofprync:y
is illr6tl. $trac rt*tcl ruch es Floridt da not h*tc rp*citic ll*+ that prevrnt sufh inerrurus. ln :horc $atct whcrc rhrrc ir oo lntr o:r rhir rubjccr.
intuar:tt c*ricn how ar*utd th$f it ir Faud tto them) ls nraintrin durl It* rchcdrlcr.'" .Iob** P. Shtrmrn. Erq,, NACA-Arromcy

T}c brsir of tht *llc5*lianr of Fmud and Abu:: for hrving :rror* :han onq lrt r*h*d*** i* rur:rr* in'rhc Mcrlicarr Frogftr*. Mrdicorc policy maadar**
thrr thcir Piym(nr ir dctcrminci by the lorrltlt of cithtr thc Medicare Frc Srhcdulc {lvlFS) rrr rhc lowrsr lcc *hrdulr in rhr doctor'* af,icc. For cxamplr,
if rlr Msdicart rchtdulc for r :pttific scrvicc *nr I30 and tht docror's lo*cst cchcduh w*r * l5- Mcdicrr lcgtlly claigr thc. t lJ rs rhc proprr frr.
Ad$iti*n*lty, if u non'prnicipating doct*r in the Mtdicart prosrsm chargct rhorc than thrir "Lirtriling Chorgc.'it is c+n*idrr +brnunt and rubjrcr r+ Frud
and +lusr fintr rad pcnoltics.

Assessment
Usagc of :hr rtrm'-Clslr Dilc+unt" fcc schtdule ir i**pproprictc tnd discour.rgud. lr i* h*l*d on lhr (ypc of prymcnr, "cash." Morr p4ymcnts comc rn

thc form of rhccks orcrcdit ca.ds. Ctsh discountr invitc tllcgationr lhrt rvc arc incrrruing fcrr billtd lc inrurrncc carrierr..

|*rtsgdof offering attsh ditcor.rr:r, we clTtr our paticnrs. axcfflcyt. and insr.rrunt* *ompanirr :!'rc TinTr oiSrrvicc tTO$) i*r s*hrdulc. Frymcnt ar

rimc sf *ryicc rtduccs custl lcr all pertics- Undcr this sct**ric, thc patitnt choog*r to *ubmit lltir ehargcs ro lhrir inrur*ncr crriqr. Thc arnounl
submincd rrflrctr lhr TOS ftc schndulc. afld *s{ t}rc clioic'c rcgt i:n fcc rchr**}r. :

Discourtu t* hardrhip rarcr arc not only propcr- but thty nrt ltgal if docurrltntti gropcrly. Ev*r tk Mrdi*orc progrc,rn oik rswtr*3rs tLir propricry
Mcdicarr polity p*rnits crc$ptions. and fi lri'iivcr to dGductiblts and coinsunrnc* ir *lltwcd at'lo*g ar iI ir --not rgsrirrly and cmri*trnrly'- don(.

Califogni* p{rrrd r law in I S98 confirmiag thc }roprirry tad ltgritiry of pruvidrr* giv**g hardslip discounrs in rhc public inrrrsr Thr }ouom linc of
t!*ir rr*rc hw was ro nrg*rc tl:t rll*g*ti+*r of fraud u*d tbuia frgm Jrd Fafiy pryrm tvho wc*** :hc lowrrt frcs chargtd in sr e{Iicc,

Oud ftr6 sehrdulcr rrr now a thing of lhc p*st. W* $rc nqrv in 16* rcalit'y tr* cl. r*ultiplc fsc rchedrtcs" Today's o$iccs *avr many rnd divcrsc
rclrrdulrr for Mcdicgrc. W*rkcr'* Carnpcnratiory'lndrrtryirl. ).'lanagcd Cttt. and othrlr *ontrac*.ral arrnngrmcnts.

Ftyrlrnr At Tim* of $*rvlcr ir t pregr+m ol shnring the rcduced ovcrhtad csrt$ wrth pntirfitl sr:d thc inruroncc induscry. it is l*r-dircnmiaarory
a** ir in thc public i*t*r**.

Sur f#S Pfan
:. T?rir clinic rrallirhes r "Sur,*d*rd" frc rrhcdul* ctch ycrr, Ttris STAN*Aft,$ FeE includcs rhc routinr pracir.. cverbcsd {f,pcnrt, l$. rh€

eddirionet rrsocinttd cltixt proce*sing. colltclin:r aod follo*"up scrvitct.
I Wc ticn c+rablith I 'Timc Ol Servirr" {T05) Drscor.rctcd Fgc Schcdule . l\is rthutjulr r$ thr }$wcsr crl;*dutc fsr thosc sho prcpay Gr p3y :r}

full rt rhc rjmc of rtrvr{*. lr gass* on thc $tv::rgr oi rrducrd *verhc** .osrs to our paticnls. rtlomcys and inrurcntt ccmpanic,
i Tlril ?*S frc schrdul+ is avrihblc.to rll, provrdir*g thcy p;iy :t or bc[orr therr Timc of $rrvicc. t*prrding TOS ]ry*ant. paticnts, rirrorncyj

ard irr11;nn*r compiltics *ll h*r,r in cqual oppornrrrirylo r*rtirjlatc in rcducing hcalth cart coiu {nd to sha* i* thr rtvingt. Paymtnu cqn bc

ia any {orm: chcck. c*h, et*dii cord, drhir s.rd- stc. *or*rv#r, all nrurr nr*t thr $rrtr .rF.s:iltioo rnd *tand:rd: irtpaymrnt or Pl,ymcnt At

Iimcgf Savicc.

A greemcnf trd Understa*#ing
By tipninX fqlew, ycu, thc parit*t, .grcu thal you havc ttarJ *.r:d *cdtat*,rd thr tbovc policy. Y*u aho rgrtt rhat by prr-paying or paying tt tin*r *l

g.yi€e. y*rj 5r lfttitkd ro bc billtd using tlr disc**nrcd fttr a*rocintrd with thr clinie ': TOS *ircount. Yor"r rlro *grtt thil should you not pri-fay or
pry in full rt rhr rirnr of rsrvicr, you urdlor your *$srnty- md/sr i*ruranct c*#*p*:iy *ill bc billcd =: tht tiinic's STANDARS FfE. It is undcrttood
ihrr bf chccking rhc ygg b*x *n*- *igni*g bclow, you r5rcr and und*rtt*nd :o thc nfoovr ttipul*tions concrrning tht est of thir clinic'r IOS Oi:cor:ntcd

l*O, I hav* rcad ftr ahovc. and IIECLINH :* takr advantagc of thc TOS disco$nt *t this timc.

YE$- I hrv* r.a4 {hc abovc, *.nd ACCf,I}T tfuc advrnugr of thc TSS discount. rnd A$R-C,H to abidc by rhc abovc sti}u:nlio.L$
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$ignarurr Frintr* l*lxrrt:

C:'{liaic Fornrtfl;x *f trr*icr #rtacii!.do(


